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World History Honors         Fall 2013 

 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES PROJECT 

 

I.  Select one of the following post-WWII topics to research.  You will sign up for a topic during 

class on Wednesday, December 18, 2013. 

 

Possible Topics  

 

Arab Spring 

 

Global Warming and its effects 

 

Population Growth and the effects of  

overpopulation (within one country, a 

region or the world)  

 

Pollution Control  

 

Deforestation of the Rain Forests 

 

Terrorism (choose one, such as terrorism 

supporting specific groups or ideas---P.L.O., 

Hamas, Hizbollah, Colombian right-wing 

death squads, Aum Shinrikyo, Tamil Tigers, 

Chechnyan rebels, eco-terrorism, animal 

rights terrorism, etc.) 

 

Arms control (biological, chemical, nuclear 

or conventional weapons) 

 

Nuclear proliferation 

 

Child Labor issues 

 

Women’s Rights 

 

Human Rights (choose one, such as 

China’s crackdown on Tibet and on Falun 

Gong, etc.) 

  

Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

 

Human Trafficking 

 

Genocide in the post WWII era (choose 

one, such as Congo, Sudan, Rwanda, 

Cambodia, Bosnia, etc.) 

 

Global Epidemic/Disease (choose one 

since 1945) 

 

Refugees from a recent war in Africa or 

Middle East 

 

HIV/AIDS 

  

World Poverty  

 

Free Trade and Globalization of Industry—

GATT and WTO  

  

Instability in the Middle East  

 

Instability of African governments  

 

Impact of OPEC since 1945  

 

Instability of South America’s governments 

 

Children’s Health and Immunizations 

 

Landmines and their removal  

 

 

If you have other topic ideas, see me before Wednesday, December 18, 2013. I am 

interested in your pursuing something that interests you, but it should have a global theme. 

Ideas such as “the impact of the salary cap on professional athletics” or “music censorship in 

the US” are too narrow in focus and not acceptable.  
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II. You should complete ALL of the tasks below.  This will be due on Monday, January 6, 2014. 

 

1.) Research:  After you have chosen your topic, find 4 articles on the topic that you have 

selected.  2 of the articles should be produced by reputable news agencies.  2 of the articles 

should come from scholarly databases, such as Galenet, Infotrac and NC Wiseowl.    

 

2.) Overview: Write an overview of your topic based on your research.  The overview should 

include citations to all 4 articles and a discussion of the following elements: 

 Name and description of the issue being addressed. 

 Is this a regional (name regions) or global issue? 

 What populations are affected by the issue? 

 What historical factors contributed to this issue?  How long has this been an issue? 

 What are some critical events that have shaped the issue? 

 What efforts are being taken to address this issue? 

Be creative!  Make your page engaging/interesting.  Make sure to include pictures/graphics. 

 

3.) Political Cartoon: Locate one political cartoon that relates to your issue to post on this 

page.  Write a brief analysis of the cartoon.  In your analysis, think about how the 

perspectives on the issue changed with time and how different groups see the issue today. 

 

4.) Activism: Write a letter to an agency or an individual in a governing position that 

expresses your concern about the problem and possible solutions.  Consider Congressmen as 

well as world agencies (for example, the UN, WHO, etc.). The letter should help educate the 

recipient about the issue and push the organization to take a specific action.   

* Be sure you use correct format for a letter and address the letter to a real person! 

 

5.) Citation: A bibliography must accompany your completed portfolio. The bibliography 

must be in MLA format.  Also cite your sources within the body of the written assignments 

using parenthetical citation.  Lack of a bibliography will constitute plagiarism and result in a 

grade deduction for missing sources/citations.  Directions for using MLA citation can be 

found here:   

http://leesvillemediacenter.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/0/5/24053736/works-cited-mla-7.pdf   

 

5.) Weebly: You should create a webpage using the Weebly tool in order to share your topic 

with our class.  First, make a relevant and attractive design for your Weebly.  The page 

should include 4 tabs labeled overview, political cartoon, activism, and citation.  You should 

post all of your work on the Weebly.  Once you have completed all of the tasks, post the link 

of your website to our class Edmodo site (make sure to post it to the whole class).  Directions 

for creating a Weebly page can be found here:  

http://leesvillemediacenter.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/0/5/24053736/weebly_info_sheet.pdf   

 

6) Critical Thinking Question: You must write one critical thinking question on your Overview 

Page.  This should be a question that can be answered from the information on your 

Overview Page and should NOT be a simple yes or no question.  These questions will be 

shared with your classmates as they view your page. 

Possible Critical Thinking Question Stems: appraise, compare, contrast, criticize, differentiate, 

argue, defend, evaluate 

http://leesvillemediacenter.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/0/5/24053736/works-cited-mla-7.pdf
http://leesvillemediacenter.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/0/5/24053736/weebly_info_sheet.pdf

